Morgan County Commission
Meeting Minutes

July 19, 2012
Members Present: Stacy Dugan, Brenda Hutchinson and Bradley Close
The meeting was opened by Heather Tyler, County Clerk at 9:30 a.m.
Also Present:  Jody McClintock, County Administrator, Ginger Johnson , Commission Secretary; Joshua Clark, Morgan Messenger; Tricia Strader, Martinsburg Journal; Amy Lane,  David Lane, Glorious Sagle, Janice Clingerman, Bob Ford, Ron Clingerman, Joe Mogus, Janet Paul, Steve Hutchinson, Hilda Peters, Glorious Sagle, Jason Pearce, Animal Control Officer, George Farnham, Barbie Ginck, Christine Lina, Charles Fina, Jackie Lewis, Tommy Swaim, Marco Zappala, Joyce Altomare,  Andy Swaim,  John Kronyak, Sandra Ziegler, Larry Ziegler, Margaret Herring, Anthea McCallister, Judy Carper, Lisa Hovermale,  Rhonda Johnson,  Bonnie Ponn,  Mary Weber,  Mike Weber, Donnie Leonard, Sandra Kauffman, Greg McGrath, Pam Farnham, Ann Darling, Kevin Sites,  Jack Soronen, Barb Wolfe, Eric Pritchard, Linda Pritchard, Brandon Ridgeley, Robert Leftridge, Carey Fusso,  and Lorrane Fischer
ADMINISTRATION ITEMS:
Meeting Minutes

July 5, 2012 Meeting Minutes
On a Brad Close/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission approved the meeting minutes from the June 9, 2012 County Commission meeting.  This motion carried.

Names for Old Hospital Sign

On a Brad Close/Brenda Hutchinson motion, the County Commission agreed to name the old hospital building Pines Opportunity Center.  This motion carried.
Decision on WVACO (West Virginia Association of Counties) membership

Commissioner Close stated that he has spoken to all of the elected officials about continuing the membership and they stated the benefits they receive and it became evident to Commissioner Close that the cost benefit is there for the county.  On a Brad Close/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission agrees to continue the membership and pay the annual dues in the amount of $5000 for the West Virginia Association of Counties.  Commissioner Hutchinson opposed and stated that she is not willing to vote for $5000 of the taxpayers money to be spent on yet another association membership since each office has its own association.  She would rather spend the money on needed county services like a morning kennel person for Animal Control.  This motion carried.
Fire Drill
President Dugan stated that there will be a fire drill at the courthouse on August 22 at 12:30 p.m.  President Dugan stated that the details are still being worked out.

Recreational Task Force

Commissioner Close announced that there will be a recreational task force meeting July 19, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commission meeting room.

Debriefing Major Storm

The Morgan County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management has scheduled a lessons learned debriefing meeting for public input regarding the June 29th, 2012 derecho windstorm that affected most of the county.  The meeting will be held on July 19, 2012 at 6:00 pm in the Magistrate Court Room.
Relay For Life Yard Sale
Commissioner Hutchinson stated that there will be a community yard sale to benefit the Relay for Life on Saturday, July 21, 2012 in the parking lot behind the courthouse.

AGENDA ITEMS

Janice Clingerman- Discussion regarding Animal Control

Janice Clingerman approached the Commission and explained that she is upset about the conditions at the current animal control facility and the puppies that she read about in the paper.  Ms. Clingerman stated that the dogs deserve better and she hopes that the County Commission will do better.   Commissioner Hutchinson stated that she agrees and hopes the County Commission will do better.   President Dugan stated that she would like to personally thank the Humane Society for taking the puppies.  Commissioner Hutchinson thanked the Humane Society for being willing to take on the responsibility and cost of caring for animals that were left with the county.  Commissioner Close agreed and personally thanked the Humane Society as well.   Commissioner Hutchinson stated that the newspaper article was incorrect and explained that when she saw the puppies at the animal control facility she emailed and personally made a plea for the Humane Society to take the puppies.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that there was no prior arrangement for the Humane Society to take the puppies.  The Commission thanked Ms. Clingerman for her time.
Eric Pritchard- Interview for Planning Commission

Eric Pritchard approached the Commission for an interview to be on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Pritchard explained that he has 49 years of experience in engineering.   Mr. Pritchard also explained that he has studied law part time for the last six years.  President Dugan asked if he could attend the meetings.  Mr. Pritchard stated yes.  The County Commission thanked Mr. Pritchard for his time.
Brenda Hutchinson- Funding for New Animal Control Facility

Commissioner Hutchinson explained that she has worked on a solution to come up with a funding source to move forward with getting a new animal control facility.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that she has spoken to Paula Moeller about the USDA courthouse loan and it could be refinanced with an interest rate as low as 3.5% before this October.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that if the County Commission paid 5 million on the loan it would leave a balance of 2,551,770.25 after refinancing.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that would be a savings of $20,000/month on loan payments.  Commissioner Hutchinson explained that there will be additional funds since the payment will not be as large as we originally thought.    Commissioner Hutchinson stated that she doesn’t feel like a special committee is needed.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that the county already has property and the money would be available to build a new facility.   Commissioner Close stated that he hasn’t seen the numbers yet but he has had citizens approach him with projects needed more than an animal control facility.  Commissioner Close stated that citizens have asked him about building a recreational center and about supplementing the tax bills with the money saved.  Commissioner Close stated that this is not a facility issue it’s a policy and procedure issue and he stands firm with his decision and that we are doing what we are supposed to be doing according to WV law.  
Decision on board members for: Planning Commission & Board of Health

Planning Commission

On a Brad Close/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission appointed George Didawick to the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Hutchinson opposed and explained that her decision has nothing to do with Mr. Didawick.  She believes that they already had the right individual on the planning commission, but she was removed for personal reasons.  This motion carried.
Board of Health

On a Brad Close/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission appointed Angela Gray to the Board of Health.  This motion carried.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that the letter to the editor from Ms. Gray was ill-considered and that Commissioner Hutchinson was not trying to be rude but was simply stating how she felt at the previous meeting.  Commissioner Hutchinson stated that she is a professional; and therefore, did vote to put Ms. Gray on the Board since she is qualified.
Administrator’s Report

GASB-45 Report

The County Commission approved the GASB-45 (Other Post-Employment Benefits) actuarial report.  The cost for the report is $3400.
Senior Community Service Employment Program Renewal

The County Commission approved the Senior Community Service Employment Program Renewal Cash Match in the amount of $500.

Risk Pool Insurance

On a Brad Close/Brenda Hutchinson motion, the County Commission approved the additional insurance coverage for the four buildings at the old hospital property.  The cost is $9,717.00/annually.

Region 9 Dues

The County Commission approved the annual Region 9 dues in the amount of $5,963.94.

Adjournment

On a Brad Close/Brenda Hutchinson motion, the County Commission adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m. This motion carried.
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