Morgan County Commission & Ambulance Authority Meeting
March 17, 2016
7 pm @ Warm Springs Middle School

The Morgan County Commission and the Morgan County Ambulance Authority held a
public hearing to hear public comments regarding the proposed changes to the Morgan
County Special Emergency Ambulance Service Fee Ordinance.

George Didawick, Chairman, Morgan County Special Medical Service Board, presented a
power point presentation to the audience. After the presentation, the EMS Board and the
County Commission welcomed comments and questions from the audience.

Some of the citizens that spoke and voiced their concerns are as follows:

Lou Clawges- agree that Fire Rescue and Police are at the top of the list but what happens
when citizens can’t pay the increased taxes? Why isn’t the state helping?

Sally McCumbee- I thank and applaud the EMS for their work. I understand paying the
residential ambulance fee but why can’t renters pay?

Brenda Hutchinson- If you plan to build a new facility and purchase property, where is
the funding coming from? What happens to individuals who cannot afford to pay the
increased fee, are you going to put a lien on their property?

Tammy Campbell- [ am here to present a petition asking the County Commission to
consider other cost saving options that could meet the ambulance service needs in Morgan
County prior to doubling the county ambulance fees. There are over 600 signatures here.
Ms. Campbell presented the petition to the Commission.

Debbie Farris- No matter what we, taxpaying citizens say, the County Commission already
has their minds made up.

Ron Clingerman- If you put an EMS building in Largent while Paw Paw still has one, does
Paw Paw get cut from funding? Is the fire fee going to increase next?

Franklin Strader- Why don’t businesses have to pay an ambulance fee?

Dawn White- If the Commission retains 6.5% of the collected fees, why would you
increase and double the fee?

Melvin Stotler- When you want to double the tax, can you take into consideration the
people on fixed incomes that cannot afford it?

Ron Martin- Maybe another area to consider is charging tourists.



Barbara Linten- What do you have in Morgan County to bring people here? We have
senior citizens on fixed incomes that can’t afford it. Years ago, when people wanted to
bring businesses to the county, everyone fought it and wouldn’t let them.

Ron Martin- Look at charging businesses. We have approximately 226 businesses in
Morgan County that have employees, around 1096 businesses with no employees, if you
have a business in your home, double the ambulance fee for that residence.

Barbara Gloyd- | volunteer as an EMT, moving ambulance services to the western part of
the county and having two crews in Berkeley Springs provides better coverage for the
eastern part of the county. If there is an emergency in my family, I would give a million
dollars to have emergency services come to my house.

Tom Zahnow- [ go to other places on vacation and pay hotel /motel taxes, our county has
the lowest hotel/motel tax, why can’t you go to the state Capitol and fight to increase the
hotel/motel taxes for our county

Some other comments/concerns included:

- If this topic were put on the ballet for a vote and was voted no, what would you do then?

- We pay the fee and if we need emergency services, we still get a separate bill, what's the
fee go towards? This seems like double dipping.

- How much of our tax money paying the fee goes towards salaries? What are the salaries?

President Close closed thanked everyone for attending and closed the public hearing at
9:30 pm.
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