
Morgan County Commission Meeting
February 20, 2014
Members present:  
Commissioner Brad Close, President 
Commissioner Stacy Dugan

Member Absent:

Commissioner Robert Ford

Also present: Jody McClintock, County Administrator; Ginger Johnson, Commission Secretary; Joshua Clark, Morgan Messenger; Tricia Strader, Journal Newspaper; Judy Shifflet; Denise Omps; Jaylin Bachtell; Ashley Bachtell; Thomas Cutshall; Carrie Cutshall; Aubre Cutshal; Jasmin Grady; Buffy Farris; Amarie Farris; Colby Farris; Cindy Hovermale; Barb Thompson; Richard Hovermale; Betty Harmison; Steve Harmison; Glorious Sagle; Brenda Hutchinson; Stephanie Nichols, Randy Poffinberger, Morgan County Animal Control; Dawn Beal; Kevin Duckwall; George Farnham; Richard Gay; Vivian Strader;  Melissa Waugh; Shannon Barnes; Dawn Forsythe; Jeanne Mozier and Amy Lane
The meeting was opened by Debra Kesecker, Honorable County Clerk, at 9:30 a.m.
Patriot Award

Commissioner Dugan presented the Patriot Award to Cindy Hovermale and stated that Cindy always helps anyone, spends countless time volunteering her time and is always there when you need her.   Commissioner Dugan presented Ms. Hovermale with a certificate and pin and thanked her for all she does for the community.
President Close honored Dawn Beal with the Patriot Award and explained that Ms. Beal has been a tremendous help to the Parks and Recreation Board.  President Close stated that Ms. Beal is persistent and always ready to help people.  President Close presented Ms. Beal with a certificate and pin and thanked her for her countless time with Parks and Rec and the community.
Administration Items

Consolidations of Property

On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission approved the applications for consolidation of property for purposes of taxation.   President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

County Commissioners’ Association of WV Annual Dues

On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission approves to pay the annual County Commissioners’ Association of WV Dues in the amount of $2950.00.
President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Agenda Items

Executive Session- Office of Emergency Services Applicant Discussion
On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission went into executive session.  President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission came out of executive session and reconvened into regular session. President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission approves combining the Courthouse Facilities Director and the Office of Emergency Services Director position and approves Vincent Cichocki for the position.  Mr. Cichocki will be increased to 40 hrs per week.   President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Approval and decision on EMS Budget Submission Letter
Kevin Duckwall approached the Commission to review the EMS budget request.   The County Commission reviewed the letter with Mr. Duckwall.  President Close explained that he would like to review the EMS entire budget before making a decision.  Mr. Duckwall will provide the budget documents to President Close. 
Decision on accepting Vicious Dog Ordinance & scheduling public hearing
The Commission reviewed the Ordinance with Legal Counsel, Richard Gay.

President Close explained that he has spoken the Animal Control Officers and Magistrate Ambrose and they are both pleased with the drafted ordinance.   On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission agreed to move forward and have two public hearings to hear citizens concerns and comments regarding the revised ordinance.   President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

On a Brad Close/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission approves the consent agenda.   President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Administrator’s Report
Updates to Animal Control Policies

Jody McClintock, County Administrator explained to the Commission that she has updated the Animal Control Policies.  Ms. McClintock reviewed the amendments with the Commission.   On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission approves the amendments to the Animal Control Polices.  President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Discussion regarding defensive procedures for Animal Control officers

Jody McClintock, County Administrator, approached the Commission to discuss defensive procedures for the Animal Control Officers.  Ms. McClintock discussed the option of the officers having a defensive procedure such as carrying a firearm/taser or pepper spray.   Commissioner Dugan requested Ms. McClintock perform a list serve search and see what Animal Control Officers in neighboring counties are doing.   Commissioner Dugan stated that she is not prepared to make a decision today regarding the officers carrying a side arm.  The Commission will follow up with the discussion at the next Commission meeting. 

Approval of AC Policy 12

The County Commission tabled the AC Policy 12 until the next meeting.

Approval of ESRI quote for tax digitization software

Alma Gorse, County Planner and Debbie Weaver, Chief Deputy, Assessor’s Office approached the Commission for the approval of the ESRI quote for the tax digitization software.   Ms. Gorse and Ms. Weaver explained that the quote is for a tax digitization program that is very helpful for the Assessor’s office as well as the County Commission office.   Ms. Gorse explained that this program will be very helpful in the mapping and permitting process.   On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission approves the purchase of the digitization software in the amount up to $6200.  The funds will come out of the Capital Outlay account.
President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.

Recess

On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the County Commission made a motion to recess the meeting.  President Close voted yea and Commissioner Dugan voted yea.  Motion carried.
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