Morgan County Commission Meeting
February 6, 2014
Members present:  
Commissioner Brad Close, President 
Commissioner Stacy Dugan

Commissioner Robert Ford
Also present: Jody McClintock, County Administrator; Ginger Johnson, Commission Secretary; Joshua Clark, Morgan Messenger; Tricia Strader, Journal Newspaper; Randy Poffinberger; Stephanie Nichols, Morgan County Animal Control; Paul Zorich; Barb Wolfe; Dick Myers; Larry Schultz; Richard Gay; Amy Lane; Marshall Younker; Crawford & Felicia Horne; Vonda Miller and Robert Radcliff, Assessor’s Office
The meeting was opened by Cathy Spielman, Deputy County Clerk, at 9:30 a.m.
Prosecuting Attorney Debra McLaughlin- Discussion regarding hiring Assistant Prosecutor & request funding for 3 new computers

Prosecuting Attorney Debra McLaughlin approached the Commission to respectfully request approval for the hiring of Jeff Poulin as the new full time Assistant Prosecuting Attorney.  Ms. McLaughlin explained that Mr. Poulin’s salary will be $55,000 and her budget will cover the salary for both this fiscal year and the 2014-2015 fiscal year.   On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approves the hiring of Jeff Poulin as the Assistant Prosecuting Attorney with an annual salary of $55,000, with his date of employment starting March 17, 2014. 
President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Funding for 3 new computers

Debra McLaughlin, Prosecuting Attorney explained to the Commission that her office needs 3 new computers with updated software.  She explained that due to using outdated computers and software, her and her staff have been having repeated issues with their computers that has resulted in interrupted efficiency of the office.  On a Bob Ford/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission approves funding in the amount up to $2000 for the purchase of three new computers.  

President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Administration Items:
Patriot Award
The County Commission discussed the Patriot Awards for 2014.  Commissioner Dugan stated that she nominates Cindy Hovermale and explained that Cindy helps the community and anyone that needs it and we are very lucky to have her.  

President Close stated that he nominates Dawn Beal and explained that she has been a tremendous help with Parks and Recreation and they are very fortunate to have her.  Commissioner Ford stated that he didn’t have an individual for the Patriot Award at this time.  The Commission will present a certificate and pin at the next Commission meeting on February 20, 2014 to the recipients. 

Agenda Items
Paul Zorich- Interview for Warm Springs Public Service District

Paul Zorich approached the Commission for an interview to be re-appointed to the Warm Springs Public Service District Board.  Mr. Zorich stated that he is still interested in remaining on the board.  The County Commission thanked Mr. Zorich for his time and stated that they will make a decision at the next Commission meeting.

County Commission reviews amendment to Dog Leash Ordinance

Richard Gay, Attorney, approached the Commission to review the amendments made to the dog leash ordinance.  Mr. Gay reviewed proposed revisions with the Commission and discussed the ordinance.  Commissioner Ford made a motion and requested a vote to amend the current ordinance strictly removing the Humane Society part and leaving the rest of the ordinance the same.  Motion died 2 to 1 vote.  On a Stacy Dugan/Brad Close motion, the Commission agreed to go forward with amending the ordinance including the proposed revisions submitted by Mr. Gay.   Mr. Gay will present the draft at the next Commission meeting.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford opposed and voted nay.  Motion carried.
Crawford & Felicia Horne- Application for request of exoneration

Crawford & Felicia Horne approached the Commission with an application for request of exoneration.  Mr. Horne explained that he erroneously paid taxes while they were not residents of Morgan County on July 1, 2011.  Mr. Horne presented documents showing they were not residents of Morgan County on July 1 and presented the tax bill.  On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the application for exoneration.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Decision on Office of Emergency Services Director

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission went into executive session. President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission came out of executive session and reconvened into regular session.   President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

The Commission is still reviewing the applications and will make a decision to interview individuals later in the month.
Recess

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission made a motion to recess the meeting.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.
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