Morgan County Commission Meeting
January 16, 2014
Members present:  
Commissioner Brad Close, President 
Commissioner Stacy Dugan

Commissioner Robert Ford
Also present: Jody McClintock, County Administrator; Ginger Johnson, Commission Secretary; Joshua Clark, Morgan Messenger; Tricia Strader, Journal Newspaper; Glorious Sagle; Marshall Younker; Jim Michael; Marilyn Jarboe; Jeanne Mozier; Larry Schultz; Kevin Sites; Melissa & Evan Waugh;, Nanci Baker, Arnold Mills, Randy Poffinberger, Animal Control; Stephanie Nichols, Animal Control; Kim Michael, Sheriff Tax Office; Robin Michael, Sheriff Tax Office; John Michael; Marjorie Weber; Paul Weber; Peter Morta; Tammy Eckles; Ron Martin; Pam Farnham; Amy Lane; Larry Lower; Brenda Hutchinson; Matt Pennington, Region 9 and Susan Webster
The meeting was opened by Kim Nickles, Deputy County Clerk, at 9:30 a.m.
Administration Items:
Adopt order for precinct changes
On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approves to adopt the Order for establishing the precinct locations for Precinct 6, moving to the Berkeley Springs High School from the Berkeley Springs Junior High Building and Precinct 21 moving to the Youth Building of the Love Assembly of God Church from the Morgan County Recreation Complex.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Resolutions to authorize & contract for WV Governor’s Community Participation Program Grants
Carol York, Grants Administrator, approached the Commission with resolutions for the Commission to participate in the WV Governor’s Community Participation Program.   On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission authorizes Bradley Close, President, Morgan County Commission to be empowered to sign the contracts and any agreements necessary to obtain funds for the grants.  The grants include funding for the following organizations:

Rescue Service Auxiliary of Morgan County, Humane Society of Morgan County, Morgan County Solid Waste Authority and Morgan County Economic Development Authority (EDA) to undertake Water Management and Improvements of the Rt 522 Business Park.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Letter from Prosecuting Attorney regarding budget increase

The Commission received a letter from the Prosecuting Attorney asking for an additional $5000 for funding to go towards the salary for an Asst. Prosecuting Attorney.   The Commission discussed the request and decided not to approve.

Letter from the Assessor for the Tax and Revenue 2014 Assessment Roll

The County Commission approved and signed a letter from the Assessor for the Department of Tax and Revenue and the Morgan County Assessor’s Office to make corrections to the 2014 Assessment Roll during the month of January /February if necessary.

Chamber of Commerce Membership Application

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the membership application for the Chamber of Commerce.   President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Finalize Board of Equalization Calendar for February
On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford  motion, the County Commission approved the Board of Equalization schedule for February 2014.  The schedule is as follows:

The Board of Equalization will meet on:

 Mon. Feb. 3- 9:30- 10:00 am 

Thur. Feb. 6- 5:00- 5:30 pm

Tue. Feb. 11- 9:30- 10:00 am

Fri. Feb. 14- 9:30- 11:30 am in Paw Paw, WV

President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Review Goals for 2014

The Commission reviewed the goals for 2014 and agreed to do a work session at a later date.

Discuss Patriot Award for 2014
Commissioner Dugan stated that its time for the Commissioners to select an individual for the Patriot Award.  The Commission will each select an individual and bring them in at a future meeting for recognition. 

Volunteer Board Re-appointments
The County Commission reviewed the list of Volunteer Board appointments.  President Close presented a letter from local attorneys requesting the appointment of John Coleman to the Civil Service Board as a representative from the Local Bar Association.  On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission appoints John Coleman to the Civil Service Board as a representative of the Local Bar Association. President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

EDA Re-appointments

On a Bob Ford/Stacy Dugan motion, the County Commission reappointed Susan Webster, Betsy Heath, Jerry McGraw, Jeanne Mozier and Jerry Berman to the EDA board for a three year term. President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Application for Exoneration

The County Commission reviewed an application for exoneration.  The Commission did not approve the exoneration due to taxpayer error.

AGENDA ITEMS
Commissioner Stacy Dugan- Vicious Dog Ordinance
Commissioner Stacy Dugan presented a power point slideshow on the need for a Vicious Dog Ordinance.  Commissioner Dugan had three citizens present and each approached the Commission and explained how they had been bitten or attacked by a vicious dog.  The power point slideshow featured the individuals with photos of the dog bites.  Commissioner Stacy Dugan made a motion to move forward with a public hearing for creating the Vicious Dog Ordinance.  Motion died to lack of a second.  Commissioner Ford stated that WV State Code 19-20-20 clearly states no person shall own, keep or harbor any dog known by him to be vicious, dangerous, or in the habit of biting or attacking other persons, whether or not such dog wears a tag or muzzle. Upon satisfactory proof before a circuit court or magistrate that such dog is vicious, dangerous, or in the habit of biting or attacking other persons or other dogs or animals, the judge may authorize the humane officer to cause such dog to be killed.  Commissioner Dugan stated that vicious dogs are not being putting down when they bite or attack people and this ordinance would enforce that.  Commissioner Ford stated that no ordinance supersedes state code.   President Close suggested the Commission continue this discussion at the next Commission meeting. 


Approve credit card vendor for Sheriff Tax Office
On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission agreed to go with WV Interactive, LLC for credit card payments for the Sheriff Tax Office.   President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Ron Martin- Interview for Warm Springs Public Service District
Ron Martin approached the Commission for an interview to serve on the Warm Springs Public Service District Board.  The County Commission will interview other interested citizens before making a decision at a later date.
Office of Emergency Services- Executive Session – WV Code 6-9A-4

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission went into executive session.   President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission came out of executive session and returned to regular session.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

No decision was made.
Funds Requests- Review & Allocation

President Close read aloud a letter from the Governor explaining budget cuts from the Governor’s Office.  The Commission discussed the requests and decided not to approve any funds until they have a budget meeting.  
Consent Agenda

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the consent agenda with the amended purchase log.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.
Administrator’s Report
Approval of Part Time Animal Control Officer

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the hiring of Stephanie Nichols as Part Time Animal Control Officer.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Memorandum of Understanding between County Commission and the Humane Society of Morgan County

 On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the amended Memorandum of Understanding between the County Commission and the Humane Society of Morgan County.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Morgan County Commission and Friends Fur Life 
On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission approved the amended Memorandum of Understanding between the County Commission and Friends Fur Life.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.

Recess

On a Stacy Dugan/Bob Ford motion, the County Commission made a motion to recess the meeting.  President Close voted yea, Commissioner Dugan voted yea and Commissioner Ford voted yea.  Motion carried.
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